
 

 

 
CITY OF COOPERSVILLE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY OF COOPERSVILLE CITY COUNCIL  
CITY HALL, 289 DANFORTH ST.; COOPERSVILLE, MICHIGAN 

 

FEBRUARY 23, 2015 
 

 
Mayor Lloyd called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
 

Present:       
 Council member Bush   Council member Vander Kolk 

Council member Crandle  Council member Ward 
 Council member Meintsma  Mayor Lloyd           

Council member Mooney   
                 
Absent:   None 
 
City Council Meeting Minutes 
Motion by Council member Meintsma with second by Council member Mooney to approve the meeting 
minutes of the regular City Council meeting of February 9, 2015. Motion carried. (2015-025)  
 
Scheduled Guests    
PUBLIC HEARING-Application for Industrial Facilities Tax abatements as requested by Continental Dairy 
Facilities, LLC 
Motion by Council member Meintsma with second by Council member Vander Kolk to open the Public 
Hearing at 7:01 P.M. Motion carried unanimously. (2015-026) 
 
Steve Cooper, COO and General Manager of Continental Dairy Facilities, LLC presented Council members 
with a PowerPoint of the Dairy Facility and explained to the Council the reasons for their request for an IFT 
to add another 8,400 square feet to their milk receiving bays and the acquisition of new personal property. 
 
Mr. Cooper explained that the facility is currently full with Phase II & III currently being completed.  
 
Mr. Cooper stated that there may be another larger project coming in the next couple of months.   
 
Mr. Cooper reported that the facility is currently processing five (5) million pounds of milk per day and they 
currently employ ninety one (91) employees. 
 
Should the IFT be approved the projected date to obtain building permits is March 20, 2015. 
 
Ken Rizzio, Lakeshore Advantage spoke in support of the IFT for Continental Dairy Facilities, LLC. Mr. Rizzio 
Also stated that Continental Dairy Facilities, LLC owns their facility and with their ongoing expansion 
projects it has allowed for the City to obtain CBDG grants to fund improvements and expansions to the 
City’s water system and will hopefully allow for additional funding by grants for the City for future projects. 
 
Being no further comments a motion was made by Council member Crandle with second by Council 
member Meintsma to close the public hearing at 7:10 P.M. Motion carried unanimously. (2015-027) 
 
Citizen Input & Suggestions    
John Scherff, Resident and former Council member recommended that the Council renew the Downtown 
Development Authority that was to be addressed on tonight’s agenda. 
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Citizen Input & Suggestions continued   
Greg Slater, Downtown Development Authority Board member recommended that the Council renew the 
Downtown Development Authority. Mr. Slater stated that the Downtown Development Authority has done 
a lot for this community. 
 
Steve Cooper, Downtown Development Authority Board member stated that he is honored to be serving 
on the DDA Board and he recommended that the Council support the renewal of the Downtown 
Development Authority Board. 
 
Roger Victory, State Representative presented and reported on the following: 

 He has heard great things about Continental Dairy Facilities, LLC in Lansing 
 Now a member of the Appropriations Committee 
 Upcoming Millage Proposal for Roads, Stating further that one billion dollars is needed to 

maintain roads 
 Still working with the State Treasury Department to refinance School Bond Loans for lower rates 
 Road Commission Bill is currently in the House to allow combination of Road Commissions by 

County’s 
 
Petitions and Communications 
Motion by Council member Ward with second by Council member Bush to approve the resolution for 
Industrial Facilities Tax abatement for Real Property for Continental Dairy Facilities, LLC for twelve (12) 
years. Motion carried with Council member Crandle opposing. (2015-028) 
 
Motion by Council member Vander Kolk with second by Council member Bush to approve the resolution 
for Industrial Facilities Tax abatement for Personal property for Continental Dairy Facilities, LLC for twelve 
(12) years. Motion carried with Council member Crandle Opposing. (2015-029) 
 
Motion by Council member Vander Kolk with second by Council member Ward to approve payment on 
invoice to Prein and Newhof for SAW Grant totaling $14,985.65. Council member Vander Kolk inquired as 
to what percentage of the job has been completed. Steven Patrick, City Manager stated that project is over 
halfway completed. Motion carried. (2015-030) 
 
Motion by Council member Vander Kolk with second by Council member Meintsma to approve payment 
on invoices from Bloom, Sluggett, Morgan totaling $2,875.00. Motion carried unanimously. (2015-031) 
 
Motion by Council member Meintsma with second by Council member Mooney to approve payment on 
invoices from Ottawa County for policing services and Communities That Care totaling $35,883.69. Motion 
carried unanimously.  (2015-032)  
 
Motion by Council member Vander Kolk with second by Council member Ward to approve payment on 
final invoice for 2014 from Ottawa County for Policing and Coopersville Cares totaling $1,005.92. Motion 
carried unanimously. (2015-033) 
 
Motion by Council member Crandle with second by Council member Ward to approve payment on checks 
written for period ending February 23, 2015 totaling $1,093,663.30. Motion carried unanimously. 
 (2015-034) 
 
Steven Patrick, City Manager and Downtown Development Authority Director presented to Council 
members a list of funds captured by having a Downtown Development Authority as well as a list of projects 
and improvements that have been accomplished by the Downtown Development Authority. 



 

 

 
Regular City Council meeting minutes 2/23/15, pg. 3 

 
 
Petitions and Communications continued 
Much discussion was held amongst Council members in regards to the Downtown Development Authority 
Board.   
 
Council member Crandle expressed that while he does appreciate what has been accomplished by the DDA 
he does have a few things that bother him such as 1) Why is the DDA other places in the City and not just 
downtown; How does the courts allow voted millages for libraries, etc to be taken away by another 
agency; DDA Board members are the same as they were twenty (20) years ago; Taxpayers do not have any 
control over the way funds are spent by the DDA or what they do; The DDA should be more transparent. 
 
Council member Ward expressed that he is still looking for that “homerun” from the DDA. Council member 
Ward stated that that they should be meeting every month and there should never be cancelled meetings 
due to not having any items for the agenda. Council member Ward also stated that although the DDA has 
been successful it seems like they have been slacking and that it is time for more “WOW.” 
 
Council member Charlie Vander Kolk presented a question to Council member Crandle asking him if the 
rules for DDA’s are set by the State how you would play the game without the rules.  Council member 
Crandle responded by stating, “If it’s allowed to continue it will not get fixed, and could there be an 
alternative? May be so.  
 
Motion by Council member Crandle with second by Council member Ward to approve the ICMA-RC as an 
alternate 457 Retirement Plan.  Motion carried unanimously. (2015-035) 

Motion by Council member Ward with second by Council member Vander Kolk to approve the 
recommendation to reappoint Clint Maki to the Board of Review.  Motion carried unanimously. (2015-036) 
 
Discussion was held on having family members on city boards. Particularly one family member of Council 
member Meintsma whom has an interest in serving on the Planning Commission. Council members agreed 
to allow for family members to apply for open board positions, as the Charter states. Council members 
verbally agreed, (but not by formal action) to have Council member Meintsma daughter submit an 
application to the City Clerk and to forward it to them for consideration.   
 
Motion by Council member Crandle with second by Council member Vander Kolk to receive and file the 
Council Information Packet which consists of:  Fairlife, Coca-Cola’s new milk drink made in Coopersville, 
expected to ‘rain money’, http://www.mlive.com/business/westmichigan/index.ssf/2015/02/fairlife_coca-
colas new milk p.html; dated February 12, 2015; “West Michigan’s economy continues modest growth 
trend,” Grand Rapids Business Journal dated February 9, 2015, Vol. 33, No.6; “Michigan ranks among 
lowest states for export growth,” Grand Rapids Business Journal dated February 2, 2015, Vol.33, No.5; 
Coopersville Area Community Expo Event flyer for March 21, 2015; Downtown Development Authority 
Draft Meeting Minutes from February 10, 2015; Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development letter concerning biosecurity in Poultry dated February 11, 2015. Motion carried 
unanimously. (2015-037) 

Citizen Input and Suggestions    
Greg Slater, Downtown Development Authority Board member thanked the Council for supporting the 
renewal of the DDA. Mr. Slater stated that the Pocket Park was the No. 1 priority on his list for the next 
DDA project.  Mr. Slater also stated that he felt it was a “WOW” factor when the DDA purchased the four 
(4) Lemmen buildings downtown. 
 
 

http://www.mlive.com/business/westmichigan/index.ssf/2015/02/fairlife_coca-colas%20new%20milk%20p.html
http://www.mlive.com/business/westmichigan/index.ssf/2015/02/fairlife_coca-colas%20new%20milk%20p.html
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Citizen Input and Suggestions continued  
Sgt. Luce of the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Department reported to the Council on the following: 

 The Annual Report for the Sheriff’s  Department would be ready at the end of the month 
 Celebrate Coopersville will be held on March 26, 2015 
 Verve Pipe Concert  June 6, 2015 
 Annual Golf Outing June 13, 2015  

 
City Manager’s Report    
Steven Patrick, City Manager Thanked everyone for their support with the recent passing of his father. 
 
City Clerk’s Report    
Kimberly Borgman, City Clerk informed Council members that she has petition packets ready for anyone 
who is interested in running for Council. 
 
City Treasurer’s Report   None 
 
Adjournment 
Motion by Council member Vander Kolk with second by Council Member Meintsma to adjourn meeting.  
Motion carried unanimously.  (2015-038) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ _______________________________ 
Rodney C. Lloyd, Mayor Kimberly Borgman, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


