
 

 

 

 

CITY OF COOPERSVILLE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

289 Danforth Street 

Coopersville MI 49404-1204 

Telephone: (616) 997-9731 • Facsimile: (616) 997-6679 

www.cityofcoopersville.com 

 

 
  

April 9, 2021 

 

Chair Ron Veldman & DDA Board Members 

City of Coopersville 

289 Danforth St.  

Coopersville, MI 49404 

 

RE: Transmittal letter, April 13, 2021 DDA meeting  

 

 

Dear Chair Veldman and Members of the DDA Board: 

 

I hope this packet finds you all well.  

 

Please find attached our meeting packet for the DDA Board Meeting on Tuesday, April 13.  

 

For those who were able to enjoy a spring break away, I hope it was restful. It has been a quite week here 

in the City, but staff has been busy preparing the budget presentation to the City Council.  

 

On the DDA side, this month we will be looking at some budget items as well. We will also continue the 

discussion on decks and garbage service for next fiscal year. All items have a memo attached, so I wont 

dive into this too much here.  

 

Although we have had an in person and hybrid meeting the past two months, this month will be one 

hundred percent online. This is being done in accordance with state law related to the ongoing COVID-19 

Pandemic and the current Ottawa County State of Emergency order which was extended by the Ottawa County 

Board of Commissioners on March 23, 2021 (resolution 21-064), the DDA Board Meeting will be held 

virtually via GoToMeeting in the Coopersville online meeting room. You can find Coopersville’s online 

meeting room at www.gotomeet.me/cityofcoopersville - it is also linked on the City’s website.  

 

If you have any question on the budget packet, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me or Rebecca. 
 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Jonathan Seyferth 

City Manager 

http://www.gotomeet.me/cityofcoopersville
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AGENDA 

CITY OF COOPERSVILLE 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY REGULAR MEETING 

To be held at 5:15 P.M., Coopersville City Hall; 289 Danforth Street, Coopersville, Michigan 

 

APRIL 13, 2021 

 

1. Call to Order  

2. Roll Call   

3. Additions/Corrections to Agenda 

4. Approve Minutes of: 

A. Regular Meeting of March 9, 2021 

 

5. Citizen Input and Suggestions 

6. Public Hearing 

7. Petitions and Communications 

A. Discussion - Garbage Service Assessment July 2021-June 2022 

B. Discussion/Action – 2021-2022 Budget Discussion  

C. Discussion/Action – Champ’s Grant Application  

D. Discussion/Action – DDA Decks 
 

8. DDA Informational Packet  

9. Citizen’s Input and Suggestions  

10. DDA Director’s Comments  

11. Board Member’s Comments 

  Board Member Du Pilka    Board Member Slater   

  Board Member Ver Berkmoes  Board Member Kelly  

  Board Member Buth   Board Member Luther 

  Board Member Dykstra                  Board Member Grossenbacher   

  Board Member Noel   Board Member Fynewever  

    Ex-Officio Member Seyferth 

12. Chairman Veldman Comments 

13. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CITY OF COOPERSVILLE  

REGULAR DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING 

                               HYBRID MEETING as allowed by State regulations related to COVID-19 
Coopersville City Hall; 289 Danforth Street, Coopersville, Michigan  

  

March 9, 2021 

  

Board Chair Veldman called the meeting to order at 5:15 P.M.  

 

Roll Call  

 

Present:  

 Board Member Kelly  Board Member Dykstra   

Board Member Buth  Board Member Slater   

Board Member Noel  Board Member Fynewever   

Board Member Du Pilka  Board Member Luther 

Chairman Veldman  Ex-Officio Member Seyferth 

   

Absent:  

Board Members Ver Berkmoes & Grossenbacher 

 

Motion by Board Member Noel with second from Board Member Dykstra to excuse Board Members Ver 

Berkmoes & Grossenbacher, Motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.  

 

Minutes  

Motion by Board Member Kelly with Support from Board Member Noel to approve the meeting minutes 

of February 9, 2021 as presented. Motion passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

Citizen Input and Suggestions    

None 

 
Petitions & Communications:    
FY 2021-2022 Budget Discussion 
Ex-officio member Seyferth in his capacity as City Manager/DDA CEO gave an overview of the budget 
process for 2021-2022 including hitting key highlights on revenue projection and project highlights. 
 
Seyferth also went over projected fund balances through the end of FY 2022-2023.  
 
In FY 2021-2022 the DDA is anticipating doing one major project, the North DDA Parking Lot. This will be 
a reconstruction of the parking area.  
 
Director Wildeboer discussed some of the other budget priorities including bringing in additional flowers 
and increasing the holiday lighting for the winter season. The façade grant will also be continued.  
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Board Member Slater asked about adding in monies to improving lighting and the look of the south DDA 
parking lot near the corner of the Railroad building and New To You. Specifically looking at having a pole 
light installed to improving lighting in the area.    
 
Ex-officio Member Seyferth asked if this was more of an individual building owner item or something for 
the DDA? 
 
Board Member Du Pilka agreed there needed to be better lighting in that area and noted this was part 
of a DDA plan to improve that area but hasn’t been completed.  
 
Staff noted they would look into the cost of having a light installed in that area with a goal of having a 
cost estimate to the DDA Board at the April 2021 meeting. However, it was noted this would be 
dependent on feedback from Consumers Energy.  
 
Board Member Buth asked about changing where the trash enclosures are located in conjunction with 
the parking lot redo (specifically moving those to the north side of the parking lot) and about having 
nicer enclosures. There was also a question about what could/should be done about the grease traps 
and finding a better location for those as those are business specific.  
 
There was a consensus among the board that they would like to see the enclosures moved, nicer 
enclosures constructed, and the grease traps put in a better location. 
 
Staff noted they would pass this request on to the engineers when this project is being planned.  
 
Garbage Service Assessment Discussion 
Ex-officio Member Seyferth gave an introduction on the topic and noted it has been several years since 
the level of trash allocations were looked at. It was noted that legal council had recommended doing a 
more in-depth review and to hold a public hearing once the assessment had been reviewed. It was 
noted that the with current year-to-year contract with Republic Services one (1) unit of service is about 
$115 per year (this is for trash and cardboard/paper only recycling – the rest of the City has single 
stream recycling).   
 
Board Member Slater gave some background on how the assessment was developed.  
 
Board Member Buth noted she helped with it too and thought that the units as broken down still look to 
be in line with the businesses there. Board Member Buth also asked what the current residential rate 
was.  
 
Ex-Officio Member Seyferth noted the current annual residential rate is $158 per year.  
 
Several board members commented that the DDA businesses and residents were getting a good deal, 
even with the more limited recycling option.  
 

- BOARD MEMBER Du Pilka had to leave the meeting at 5:44PM –  
 
Board Member Buth asked how long the DDA/City had been with Republic.  
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Ex-officio Member Seyferth noted that the current domestic contract with Republic goes until 2024, but 
that the DDA has been year to year since 2018. In general, it was understood that the DDA would stay 
with Republic until 2024, but there isn’t a contract in place beyond the summer. It was also noted that 
the City/DDA has been with Republic (or their former entities) for as long as staff could remember. 
 
Board Members Noel and Luther asked if we could go out for bid.  
 
Staff said it would be possible to get new trash numbers. 
 
Board Member Slater noted that one of the deals with Republic was trashcans for Summer Fest when it 
was run by the Chamber. But, because that is a Rotary event now, that shouldn’t be a factor but might 
be something to check on.  
 
Staff said they would investigate what options might be out there for other trash services as a possibility 
for consideration.  
 
Social District Discussion Follow up 
Ex-officio Member Seyferth let the board know that the City Council gave the okay to start talking with 
the City’s legal council on drafting an ordinance update to allow alcohol in the Pocket Park and the Walk 
Thru Park/North DDA Pavilion. It’s anticipated a first review of the ordinance will happen at the April 12 
City Council meeting with a public hearing and possible final passage in May.  
 
It was also noted that the City Council was presented with a draft food truck ordinance that will be up 
for final consideration in April.    
 
Apex Payment 8 
Motion by Board Member Buth with Support from Board Member Slater to approve Apex Construction 

Payment number 8. Motion passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

North DDA Deck Reconstruction 

Ex-officio member Seyferth gave an overview of the topic noting it had been several months since the 
topic was discussed.  
 
Initially staff went out for quotes for decks with composite material and three quotes were received. All 
were more than what was budgeted and ranged in price from $73,000 to $47,000. Staff decided to go 
back out and ask the same three contractors for an alternative bid using conventional wood for the 
decking and the railing. Only one contractor responded to the alternative bid, Tom Hammond 
Construction and the price was $36,930.  
 
Staff recommended to keep this project moving forward that the DDA Board approve a contract with 
Tom Hammond Construction for the deck reconstruction. It was noted this would require a budget 
amendment.  
 
Board Member Luther asked for a history on the project and why the DDA was spending money on 
decks that appeared to be for individual businesses.  
 
Mr. Seyferth provided a broad overview. In the summer of 2020 the City inspector, PCI, noticed the 
decking going into 319 Main Street was in disrepair and was a safety hazard. The inspector contacted 
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the property owner and the owner indicated he didn’t own or install the deck, that the DDA/City had. 
This caused staff to do some research and talk with other downtown property owners who had similar 
decks. Some records were able to be found that seem to indicate that the DDA did indeed have the 
decks/ramps/stairs installed, but it was not clear why. Nor was it clear who was to maintain the decks.  
 
It was staff’s recommendation that the DDA pay to have the structures replaced and as a condition of 
the replacement the DDA have the property owners sign a waver saying they will maintain the 
structures going forward.  
 
Board Member Buth: is there was a way to ensure the decks remained in good repair? 
 
Mr. Seyferth: once the waver was signed it would be the responsibility of the property owner to do so 
and that zoning/safety standards could be used.  
 
Board Member Buth: could anything be added to the waver to ensure proper maintenance.  
 
Mr. Seyferth: criteria could be added, but the primary objective is to remove DDA responsibility in the 
future.  
 
Board Member Dykstra: Where are the current documents held? 
 
Mr. Seyferth: Property files are held at City Hall. However, not all these properties have documentation 
on the decks in them. There are some with easements, but those were never recorded with the County. 
These documents would date back to the mid 1990s.  
 
Board Member Buth: If we replace these, what will the DDA have gained if in 5-years the decks are in 
the same shape they are in today? 
 
Board Member Slater: It’s about removing a liability.  
 
Board Member Luther: What if the DDA simply repairs what is there rather than replaces?  
 
Mr. Seyferth: That could be an option, but we want to incentivize the property owners to sign the 
release. 
 
Board Member Slater: Looking at the prices, I think this is rather reasonable and achieves the objective 
we’re trying to reach.  
 
Motion by Board Member Slater to approve the contract with Tom Hammond Construction for $36,930 
to reconstruct the decks in the north DDA parking lot. No support.  
 
Chair Veldman noted there was no support for the motion and the motion died. Discussion continued. 
 
Board Member Buth: What if we just did stairs into each of the businesses that currently have some 
type of deck/ramp? Why is there a need for ramp entrances on the back of these buildings when each is 
accessible from Main Street? 
 
Mr. Seyferth: It’s not clear why ramps were originally installed.    
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Board Members Buth, Dykstra and Luther all expressed options that they would like to see the project 
scaled back in a more uniform way that had steps going to each entrance rather than some with just 
steps and some with steps and ramps.  
 
Mr. Seyferth noted it was the board’s prerogative to proceed how it saw best. But that the current plan 
had already been engineered and that we would most likely have to update those plans.  
 
Board Member Slater noted that that additional costs could make it a wash on something more scaled 
back.  
 
There was consensus on the board that staff get another updated quote to just have steps to each 
entrance.  
 
Staff noted they would circle back at the April or May meeting with an updated option per the 
discussion of the board.   
 
 
DDA Information Packet 
Motion by Board Member Buth with a Second from Board Member Slater to receive and file the DDA 
Information Packet. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
 
Citizen’s Input and Suggestions 
None 
 
Director’s Comments/Report 
Director Wildeboer provided a recap of the Story Walk and Ice Sculptures from late February. It was 
pointed out that 167 people voted for the winning window display. She also discussed feedback she 
received from businesses, community members and some guests she asked to stop by. Highlights: 

• Loved the fireplace – would like to enjoy a beer by it. 

• A cute coffee shop would be great downtown.  

• Great feedback on Taskers.  

• Things are being pulled together well in downtown.  
 
Director Wildeboer is anticipating rolling out the Discover Coopersville branding/verbiage in June (this 
will include a new website for the Chamber (DDA will have some presents on that as well).  
 
She also noted the Façade Grants Committee had met and approved grants and that she would be 
reaching out to the grant recipients by the end of the week. 
 
Board Member & Chair Veldman’s Comments 
Board Member Kelly – Music on Main Committee is working to see what the event will look like this 
summer. More information coming soon. 
 
Board Member Buth – Really likes the idea of bigger/more/better Christmas lights on Main Street. It’s 
been done in other communities and it just looks great! 
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Ex-Officio Member Seyferth: 

- Explained why he Blind Copies (BCCs) board members on board packet emails, it is a step to 
ensure there isn’t a reply all and an unintentional conversation over email.  

- NE Ottawa Co. Sheriff’s Office Operations have been consolidated into Coopersville, so you’ll be 
seeing more deputies in and out of the City. 

- Now that the Chamber has agreed on the new office location, the DDA will be buying a new 
laptop for Rebecca which will be used for both the Chamber and DDA, as a reminder the 
Chamber will be paying for the office space on Main Street.  

 
Adjournment 
Motion by Board Member Fynewever with support from Board Member Noel to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion passed unanimously by roll call vote. Meeting adjourned at 6:33 P.M. 
 
 
 

____________________________  

Chairman Ron Veldman 



 
     
 

      
 
 

 Downtown Development Authority 
 

DISCUSSION MEMO 
Staff Communication 

OVERVIEW: 
Staff Has reached out to a few different garbage haulers and we only have two evidence-based numbers right now for 
consideration, Republic and Potluck. 
 
We asked for the same level of service that we have now, regular dumpsters in North and South DDA and at City Hall, 
cardboard only dumpsters in North and South DDA. As an FYI, single stream recycling is not an option in dumpster 
service.  
 

Service Provider Annual Cost 

Republic (current) $13,023.48* 

Potluck $13,008.00 

 
The Republic number assumes a 5% increase in costs from the current Fiscal Year (we won’t have their actual number 
until later in April ahead of the May meeting). Staff is using the 5% assumption as this has been the largest increase 
we’ve seen in the past 10-years – most increases have been around 2% (last year was a 4.3% increase). 
 
With the close proximity of costs, it wouldn’t be advisable to change at this time.  
 
Based on this information, staff will recalculate the unit costs on the refuse contract in preparation for a public 
hearing next month.  
 
Staff would also like to note, this cost is well below the threshold where policy requires multiple estimates for service. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Although this is technically only a discussion item, staff is recommending remaining with Republic Services. The cost 
savings were not significant enough to switch and there were questions about level of service other providers could 
give us. 

DATE:  April 9, 2021 
TO:  Chairman Veldman & DDA Board Members  
FROM:  Jonathan Seyferth, DDA CEO 
RE: Garbage Service & Assessment 

6.A. 

Coopersville DDA  

April 13, 2021 



 
     
 

      
 
 

 Downtown Development Authority 
 

ACTION MEMO 
Staff Communication 

OVERVIEW: 
Last month we started our budget discussions looking at projected revenues and looking at major projects. This 
month staff has a formal budget recommendation for the DDA Board (budget work sheet follows this memo).  
 
For ease of review, discretionary items are listed here.  
 

Item Cost 

North DDA Parking Lot Rehab $220,000 

Façade Grant $50,000 

FCC Microphone Replacement $1,700 

Snowplowing Contract $33,000 

Main Street Trash Receptacles (update) $6,500 

Total $311,200 

 

Between the North DDA Parking Lot Rehab and the Façade grant, about $228,000 will come out of the DDA’s 
fund balance. Leaving it with an estimated $166,785, or about 40% of revenues (this is slightly higher than we’d 
originally projected in March).  
 
As noted last month, in FY 2022-2023 we are not anticipating any major projects which will allow the DDA fund 
balance to start to grow again. The objective here would be to save funds to enhance the re-do of Main Street 
sometime in the next few years.  
 
The City Council will adopt the FY 2021-22 budget on Monday, May 10. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approving the budget recommendation to the City Council as presented.  

DATE:  April 9, 2021 
TO:  Chairman Veldman & DDA Board Members  
FROM:  Jonathan Seyferth, DDA CEO 
RE: 2021-2022 Budget Discussions 

6.B. 

Coopersville DDA  

April 13, 2021 





 
     
 

      
 
 

 Downtown Development Authority 
 

ACTION MEMO 
Staff Communication 

OVERVIEW: 
Champs is asking for an exception to the Façade Grant to use the dollars for construction on their back patio (a letter 
from Champ’s is attached).  
 
As this is a grant decision, staff did not feel comfortable making this call on its own and is asking for board feedback.  
 
Staff does feel this is a reasonable request as this enhancement will allow Champ’s to serve guests outside, a 
necessity during the pandemic, and will enhance the secondary sides of the north DDA area.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approving Champ’s request  

DATE:  April 9, 2021 
TO:  Chairman Veldman & DDA Board Members  
FROM:  Rebecca Wildeboer, Discover Coopersville Director & Jonathan Seyferth, DDA CEO 
RE: Champ’s Grant Application 

6.C. 

Coopersville DDA  

April 13, 2021 





 

 

 
  

ACTION MEMO 
Staff Communication 

 

SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 
Last month, the DDA board informally asked staff to seek out options of a uniform nature and to only have stairs 
approaching each building in the North DDA. Staff has looked at what the options are here and the cost savings on 
materials would not be significant.  
 
Additionally, upon further consideration staff is recommending, in the interest of getting buy in from current 
property owners and removing liability from the City and DDA, that the option of replacing the current structures 
be considered as an option.  
 
There is concern among staff that if we do not replace the structure as is, we might not get buy in from all 
property owners.  
 
As such staff would recommend the following: 
1. Seek the waver and release from each property owner with just uniform stairs for the replacement.  
2. If there is objection or an unwillingness to sign the waver and release for the paired down replacement, agree 

to replace the existing structure.  
 
     This will only impact two properties with ramps. One of which goes to an inside set of stairs, so outside   
     stairs would likely be acceptable.  
 
     Staff would also like to make the board aware that the City’s building inspector is pressing this matter more and we 
     do need to come up with a solution soon. 

   
 FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
 The cost would come out of the DDA budget, a portion of that coming from the current fund reserve. 
 

 BUDGET ACTION REQUIRED: 
 This will result in a budget amendment for the Capital Expenditures  
 

 STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
 Staff is highly recommended we award the project to Tom Hammond Construction for $36,930 in the  
 manner presented with a not to exceed budget of $40,000. 

DATE:  April 9, 2021 
TO:  Chair Veldman and Members of the DDA Board  
FROM:  Jonathan Seyferth, DDA CEO 
RE:  North DDA Deck Reconstruction  

6.D.  
Coopersville City Council 
April 12, 2021 
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COOPERSVILLE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 

Information Packet 
 

1. Council Meeting Minutes from March 2021 

2. Planning Commission Minutes from March 2021 

3. DDA Financials February 2021 

4. Permits March 2021 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

CITY OF COOPERSVILLE 
REGULAR / VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE CITY OF COOPERSVILLE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY HALL, 289 DANFORTH ST.; COOPERSVILLE, MICHIGAN 

 
March 8, 2021 

 
 
 
Present: Council Member Bush                Council Member Lampe 
  Council Member Degeus   Council Member Mooney 
                             Council Member Fynewever   Mayor Crandle  
                             Council Member Gavin 
              
Absent:               None 
    
Additions/Corrections to Agenda   None 
 
Scheduled Guests and Public Hearings 
Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission Presentation 
Cynthis Orton, Representative of the Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission presented Michigan’s 
New Redistricting Process to the Council. The MICRC (Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission) is 
responsible for redistricting the U.S. Congressional, Michigan House, and Michigan Senate districts. 
 
Public Hearing on Conveyor Concepts IFT (Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption) 
Motion by Council Member Mooney with second by Council Member Lampe to open the public hearing at 7:07 P.M. 
Motion carried unanimously by Roll Call Vote. (2021-023) 
 
Greg King, Representative of Lakeshore Advantage, presenting on behalf of Conveyor Concepts LLC. stated that the 
total project cost would be $1.5 Million with $1.3 Million being Real Property improvements. Mr. King informed the 
Council that Conveyor Concepts manufactures innovative material handling systems and with the new addition the 
plan to add four (4) to six (6) new job positions over the next two (2) years.  Mr. King stated that Conveyor Concepts 
LLC. has seen a lot of growth over the past six (6) years.  
 
Doug Stapley, Chief Executive Officer of Conveyor Concepts LLC., stated that they were deemed an essential 
business during the COVID Pandemic as they do work for the food industry. Mr. Stapley also stated that they have 
experienced an increase in sales this of thirty (30) to thirty-five (35) percent, and their sales with Amazon is 
approximately $30 Million per year. Mr. Stapley informed the Council that they source out work to Keyser 
Manufacturing and DeWys and they also employ skilled trade students/workers from Coopersville High School. 
 
Mr. Stapley stated that their growth is exceeding their Support Staff in which they will be hiring additional Staff 
within the next two (2) years.  
 
Council Member Gavin asked if they were adding floors or levels within the addition? Mr. Stapley stated that they 
were adding 30,000 square feet to the existing 10,000 square foot building and there were not any levels to the 
addition. 
 
Motion by Council Member Mooney with second by Council Member Fynewever to close the public hearing at 7:14 
P.M. Motion carried unanimously by Roll Call vote. (2021-024) 
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Citizen Input & Suggestions    
Michael Karbon, Chairman of the Local Officers Compensation Commission reported to the Council on the meeting 
that was held on March 3, 2021. Mr. Karbon informed the Council and Mayor that the Local Officers Compensation 
Commission voted unanimously to give an increase of five (5) percent increase, straight across the board, to the 
Council and the Mayor.  The increase is per meeting and becomes effective July 1, 2021.  Mr. Karbon also informed 
the Council and Mayor that the LOCC appreciates their commitment and dedication and commended them for 
everything they do. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Motion by Council Member Mooney, with second by Council Member Lampe to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Motion carried unanimously by Roll Call Vote. (2021-025) 
 

• Minutes of the City Council meeting of February 8, 2021   

• SKYE Contracting, Second River Crossing, Contract 1 Change Order 2 

• A&B Mechanical, PRV Install, Change Order 1 - FINAL 

• SKYE Contracting, Second River Crossing, Contract 1 Pay Request 10 

• A&B Mechanical, PRV Install, Pay Request 5 – FINAL 

• River & Grove Streets Mill & Fill 

• Sewer Manhole Lining 

• Checks through 03/08/2021 totaling $2,472,872.79 

• Council Information packet    
 
Petitions and Communications  
Motion by Council Member Degeus with second by Council Member Bush to approve the IFT (Industrial Facilities Tax 
Exemption totaling $1.3 Million Dollars for Conveyor Concepts of Michigan LLC., for Eleven (11) Years. Motion 
carried by Roll Call Vote with Council Member Mooney and Mayor Crandle Opposing. (2021-026) 
 
Motion by Council Member Mooney with second by Council Member Gavin to approve the reinstatement of parking 
on River Street, on the West Side of the road only, beginning April 1, 2021. Motion carried unanimously by Roll Call 
Vote. (2021-027) 
 
Motion by Council Member Lampe with second by Council Member Fynewever to approve the Sidewalk 
Replacement Contract with Center Pointe Concrete LLC., totaling $10,820.25 to replace the sidewalks on Danforth 
Street and Eastmanville Street. Motion carried unanimously by Roll Call Vote. (2021-028)  
 
Motion by Council Member Gavin with second by Council Member Mooney to approve the Spring Street 
reconstruction project to be awarded to Georgetown Construction, totaling $388,297.20. Steve Crane, Project 
Manager for Georgetown Construction was present and stated that they should not run in to any timeline issues like 
they did on the Mechanic and Church Street projects as Spring Street does not have the number of utilities to work 
around as they did on the Mechanic and Church Street project. Motion carried unanimously by Roll Call Vote. 
 (2021-029)  
 
Motion by Council Member Degeus with second by Council Member Lampe to approve the Resolution for the 
updated fee schedule for the PILOT Application Fee of $350.00. Motion carried unanimously by Roll Call Vote. 
 (2021-030) 
 
Motion by Council Member Mooney with second by Council Member Gavin to approve the MDOT Local Bridge 
Program Resolution. Motion carried unanimously by Roll Call Vote. (2021-031) 
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Petitions and Communications continued 
Discussion was held on the following Planning Commission’s recommendation to not change the current minimum 
square footage requirement for single family dwellings: 

• A small reduction in the size of the homes would not make for a large reduction in cost. 

• Smaller homes will not age as well. 

• Based on market research, it does not seem that people want houses less than 1,200SF. 

• Smaller square footage dwellings should be used for apartments and other multi-family buildings.  

• There is no indication that the current ordinance has been a roadblock for residential builders. 
 
Council Member Gavin asked what is available for housing in Coopersville for those who may want to live here? 
 
City Manager, Jonathan Seyferth stated that there are homes for sale on 64th Avenue that are in the $200,000 - 
$220,000 price range and some new duplexes on East Street. 
 
Mayor Crandle stated that he does not understand why the Planning Commission was willing to consider small 
apartments but not smaller homes. 
 
Council Member Mooney asked what our options for more housing would be? 
 
Council Member Gavin stated that the Fire Department is having issues meeting staffing needs, and if people cannot 
afford to move here, they may never get their staffing needs met. 
 
Discussion was held on the Permitting of Alcohol in the Pocket and Walk-Thru Parks. City Manager, Jonathan 
Seyferth informed the Council that the DDA Board had a lengthy discussion about various things that could be done 
to help attract folks into the downtown and the steps the City/DDA/Chamber could take to help support businesses. 
 
The DDA discussed establishing a Social District on Main Street but it was decided that might be too big of a jump for 
us right now on the logistical side, so the idea of allowing of individuals of age to consume alcohol in the Pocket Park 
and the Walk-Thru Park  was discussed as an option because it would allow anyone who legally purchases alcohol, 
be that at a restaurant that has to go liquor sales license that already sells beer and wine to consume the alcohol in 
those two (2) parks. Mr. Seyferth stated further that this has been discussed by Staff, including Sgt. Sykes, and 
everyone was comfortable with the idea, as long it is limited to those two (2) parks. Mr. Seyferth stated that before 
we move down this path too far, Staff wanted to get the Council’s feedback on the idea.  
 
Council Member Gavin stated that she is disappointed that we are not going in the direction of a Social District, but 
this is a step in the right direction to help our businesses. City Manager, Jonathan Seyferth stated that it could 
become a Social District later and this would be a trial basis. 
 
Council Member Fynewever stated that 327 Pizza already has a “to go” liquor license and if this was allowed the 
customers could sit outside on the sidewalk and have a drink. 
 
Council Member Gavin stated that if we allow this, it should be well publicized and let everyone know this a trial run. 
 
Council Member Degeus stated that he went to Rockford this past weekend, as they allow this, and there were a lot 
of people out and about having fun in the downtown area. 
 
City Manager, Jonathan Seyferth informed the Council that this subject will be brought back at the April meeting. 
 
 Discussion was held on a Food Truck Ordinance as Food Trucks are something that has been requested by residents, 
several businesses in the downtown, and even a few restaurants. We do not currently have any specific ordinance 
that allows or disallows, a food truck. 
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Petitions and Communications continued 
City Manager, Jonathan Seyferth provided an example ordinance to the Council for review. The objective with the 
ordinance would be to set some parameters on when/where food trucks would be allowed, and to do it in a way 
that shows the City welcomes this type of enterprise. Mr. Seyferth stated that some communities chose to focus on 
Food Truck events and how to accommodate them while other communities look at creating specific Food Truck 
districts and setting limits on how close food trucks can get to special events and/or brick or mortar restaurants. 
Mr. Seyferth stated that Coopersville can do whatever it chooses in this regard, but it is something that we should 
better define and utilize as an economic development /place making tool. 
 
Mayor Crandle stated that he has not heard of any interest on Food Trucks. 
 
City Manager, Jonathan Seyferth stated that the DDA Director has heard of the interest and this would bring people 
to town to see what we have and could be used as a tool for the DDA. 
 
Citizens Input and Suggestions   None 
 
City Manager’s Report  
City Manager, Jonathan Seyferth reported on the following: 
 

• Prior to the April 12th Council Meeting we will meet at 6:30 P.M. to review the 2021-2022 Budget 

• Deputy City Manager, Alek Mizikar will present a financial overview during the Budget Meeting. 

• $2.95 Million is the projected Budget Revenue’s 

• U.S., House, and Senate COVID Relief Bill allows for Small Business Relief. We should have better numbers 
on this later. 

• Budget looks relatively flat. There is one road project that needs to be done. 

• Special Event Insurance changes have been made. Unless a Special Event will include fireworks, alcohol, 
mechanical rides, or street closures the additional liability insurance will not be required. City Clerk, 
Kimberly Borgman will be reaching out to the smaller event organizers to inform them of the changes. 

• Researching other to other areas to gather information on a HAZMAT Policy as the City does not currently 
have one. 

• Interview Room for the Sheriff’s Department has been completed. The oval table Ken Bush made has been 
placed in the room for the Detectives to use. 

 
City Clerk’s Report    
City Clerk, Kimberly Borgman informed the Council that the Affidavits of Identity forms and the Petitions to run for 
City Council in 2021 are available and the filing deadline is April 20,2021 at 4:00 P.M. to have their name on the 
ballot. 
 
City Treasurer’s Report   None 
 
Adjournment 
Motion by Council Member Mooney with second by Council Member Fynewever to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 
P.M. Motion carried unanimously by Roll Call Vote.  (2021-032) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ _____________________________ 
Larry Crandle, Mayor  Kimberly Borgman, City Clerk 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

  CITY OF COOPERSVILLE 

 REGULAR / VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

Coopersville City Hall; 289 Danforth Street, Coopersville, Michigan 

 
      March 15, 2021 

 
The meeting was called to order @ 6:00 P.M. 
 

Commissioners Present:    Ross Conran                         Tara Weise 

                                    Tim Degeus    Duane Young (arrived at 6:22 P.M.) 

               Sarah Petersen 

        

Commissioners Absent      Dan Brown & Michael Heinz 

 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Commissioner Petersen with second by Commissioner Degeus to approve the minutes of the 
regular Planning Commission meeting of February 15, 2021. Motion carried unanimously by Roll Call 
Vote of all Members present. 

 
Public Hearing/Special Guests None 

Citizens Input & Suggestions None 
 
Discussion/Action 
Site Plan Review of 1011 O’Malley Drive-Lynden Sports Center Building Addition 
Motion by Commissioner Degeus with second by Commissioner Petersen to approve the proposed site 

plan to construct a 37,620 square foot rear addition to their new storage facility at 1011 O’Malley Drive 

with the following conditions: Motion carried unanimously by Roll Call Vote of All Members Present. 

• Before a building permit can be issued, the applicant must submit to city staff proof of an 
approved permit from EGLE to build within designated wetlands.  

• Before a building permit can be issued, the applicant must submit to city staff proof of an 
approved permit from the Ottawa County Water Resource Commissioner stating that they 
can install storm water devices in the county drain. 

• Before a building permit can be issued, the applicant must address any concerns brought 
forward by a final engineering review from the city’s engineering consultant.  

• Any, and all, new storm water devices that will connect into the City of Coopersville Storm 
Water System must be inspected by a city representative or its designee.  

• Right of Way and Flatwork permits must be submitted and approved before any work can 
be done in the right of way or new concrete be poured on the property. 
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Discussion/Action continued 
Discussion on Upper Floor Apartments in C-2 Central Business District 
Planning Director, Alek Mizikar informed the Commission that upper floor apartments in the C-2 Business 
District are currently allowed with a Special Land Use and exterior alterations are not allowed per the 
current ordinance to allow for lower-level apartments, or additions to buildings for the use of residential 
purposes. Mr. Mizikar stated that he has been approached by a developer who was inquiring on the 
subject, of more residential apartments being added in the C-2 Business District. 
Mr. Mizikar also informed the Commission that residential use cannot currently be on the first floor of a 
commercial building or share the same floor as commercial use. All the restrictions prohibit a prospective 
developer or property owner from constructing apartments on top of an existing building in the C-2 
Business District. Staff recommends that the Planning Commission discuss the idea of upper floor 
apartments in the C-2 Business District and then to direct Staff on if and how they would like to proceed. 
 
Commissioner Weise stated that she thought this would be a good idea as it would result in more people 
being the Downtown Area. 
 
Commissioner Conran asked what changes would need to be made to the ordinance to allow for the 
changes? Planning Director Alek Mizikar stated that a simple amendment to current Ordinance 1280.20 
(a) by removing the last line of paragraph (a), which states, “No external alterations shall be made to an 
existing structure in the C-2 District to increase living space for residential purposes.”  
 
Commissioner Conran asked if the DDA would have any input on the changes?  
 
City Manager, Jonathan Seyferth stated that this could be presented to the DDA for feedback only. 
 
Commissioner Young inquired on if the existing upper floor apartments were ADA compliant and/or would 
any new ones be required to be? Planning Director Alek Mizikar stated that ADA compliance is enforced 
through the Building Code. 
 
Commissioner Conran discussed what areas on the north and south sides of Main Street would even 
have any availability to expand. 
 
Planning Director Alek Mizikar informed the Commission that this subject will be brought back to the April 
meeting if they would like to review further. All Commissioners agreed that they would like to review 
further. 
 
Planning Commission Information    None 

Planning Director Comments 

Planning Director, Alek Mizikar informed the Commission that further information on Upper Floor 
Apartments in the C-2 District and Accessory Structures/Setbacks will be on the April meeting agenda. 
 
Commissioner Weise presented the idea of allowing ADU’s (Accessory Dwelling Units) in the City to aide 
in the shortage of housing. Planning Director Alek Mizikar will obtain further information on this to present 
at the April meeting. 
 
Adjourn 
Being no further discussion, a motion by Commissioner Young with second by Commissioner Weise to 
adjourn the meeting at 6:43 P.M. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

_________________________ ______________________________ 

Michael Heinz, Chairman   Kimberly Borgman, City Clerk 
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% BDGT
USED

AVAILABLE
BALANCE

NORMAL (ABNORMAL)

ACTIVITY FOR
MONTH 02/28/2021

INCREASE (DECREASE)

YTD BALANCE
02/28/2021

NORMAL (ABNORMAL)
2020-21

AMENDED BUDGETDESCRIPTIONGL NUMBER

Fund 102 - DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Revenues
Dept 000.000

100.00 0.00 13,108.95 400,000.00 400,000.00 PROPERTY TAXES102-000.000-403.000
99.51 59.00 0.00 11,941.00 12,000.00 SERVICE FEES102-000.000-626.000
1.41 4,929.48 24.64 70.52 5,000.00 INTEREST EARNINGS102-000.000-665.000

100.00 (10.40)0.00 10.40 0.00 MISCELLANEOUS102-000.000-677.000

98.81 4,978.08 13,133.59 412,021.92 417,000.00 Total Dept 000.000

98.81 4,978.08 13,133.59 412,021.92 417,000.00 TOTAL REVENUES

Expenditures
Dept 728.000 - DDA

60.48 39,523.29 7,769.30 60,476.71 100,000.00 SALARIES102-728.000-701.000
61.69 2,873.51 594.34 4,626.49 7,500.00 F.I.C.A. & MEDICARE102-728.000-715.000
23.08 13,076.81 449.41 3,923.19 17,000.00 EMPLOYEE'S INSURANCE102-728.000-716.000
79.88 684.02 337.99 2,715.98 3,400.00 CITY SHARE OF RETIREMENT102-728.000-718.000
51.24 731.46 92.10 768.54 1,500.00 OFFICE SUPPLIES & POSTAGE102-728.000-727.000
43.34 1,983.20 123.76 1,516.80 3,500.00 OPERATING SUPPLIES102-728.000-740.000
76.04 9,584.38 1,229.33 30,415.62 40,000.00 REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE102-728.000-775.000
62.06 18,095.53 8,068.78 29,604.47 47,700.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES102-728.000-803.000
73.22 6,695.38 0.00 18,304.62 25,000.00 PROFESSIONAL FEES102-728.000-807.000
100.00 0.00 0.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 INSURANCE102-728.000-810.000
78.42 366.91 211.94 1,333.09 1,700.00 COMMUNICATIONS102-728.000-850.000
45.99 17,014.12 3,768.00 14,485.88 31,500.00 ADVERTISING102-728.000-901.000
56.62 7,808.72 919.27 10,191.28 18,000.00 PUBLIC UTILITIES102-728.000-920.000
58.82 20,999.37 6,184.87 30,000.63 51,000.00 RENTALS102-728.000-940.000
0.00 500.00 0.00 0.00 500.00 MISCELLANEOUS102-728.000-955.000

12.50 1,750.00 0.00 250.00 2,000.00 WORKSHOP102-728.000-957.000
86.11 41,684.00 0.00 258,316.00 300,000.00 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE102-728.000-970.000

71.89 183,370.70 29,749.09 468,929.30 652,300.00 Total Dept 728.000 - DDA

71.89 183,370.70 29,749.09 468,929.30 652,300.00 TOTAL EXPENDITURES

572,927.37 394,534.75 END FUND BALANCE
629,834.75 629,834.75 BEG. FUND BALANCE

24.19 (178,392.62)(16,615.50)(56,907.38)(235,300.00)NET OF REVENUES & EXPENDITURES

71.89 183,370.70 29,749.09 468,929.30 652,300.00 TOTAL EXPENDITURES
98.81 4,978.08 13,133.59 412,021.92 417,000.00 TOTAL REVENUES

Fund 102 - DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY:
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